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CORONAVIRUS — POLICE RESPONSE 

Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [2.09 pm]: As we learn from the impacts internationally 
and nationally of coronavirus, or COVID-19, and as its impact is felt here, the Western Australia Police Force is 
taking appropriate action and developing plans to ensure that our community is as secure as possible from the 
impacts of the virus and that its spread is minimised. A well-established emergency management framework has 
been activated to manage this situation. Within that framework, our police have a key role in the coordination of 
the whole-of-government response. 

The Commissioner of Police is the state emergency coordinator and chairs the State Emergency Coordination Group 
meetings, which involve a wide range of agencies and other stakeholders to plan and respond to the effects of 
coronavirus in Western Australia. Under our emergency management arrangements, the Commissioner of Police, 
as the state emergency coordinator, is providing advice and assistance to the Department of Health in its capacity 
as the hazard management agency. 

Police are also ready to exercise a range of emergency management functions if required. The response roles 
that Western Australian police could provide include assisting with isolation, quarantine and evacuation to deal 
with a human epidemic; assisting the road network owner with road traffic management where agreed; and 
maintaining public order. The commissioner has also put in place an internal command structure to ensure that the 
Western Australia Police Force is best placed to act quickly and appropriately. Deputy Commissioner Col Blanch 
is now the police commander who will manage the police response in dealing with coronavirus in the community. 
Deputy Commissioner Blanch is working closely with the Department of Health and the Department of the Premier and 
Cabinet’s pandemic coordination unit. The government and Commissioner Dawson are also committed to supporting 
our police officers as first responders, employees and community members in terms of any impacts on them. 
As has already been stated, clear public communication is of particular importance, and WA police has provided 
one of its experienced staff to assist the Department of Health. While preparing for contingencies in response to 
coronavirus and supporting the Department of Health in its management of the situation, our Police Force remains 
focused on continuing its regular policing services to the community of Western Australia. 
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